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ECIU UNIVERSITY 

The mission of the alliance for 2025 is to establish the ECIU University, a true pan-European 
university where learners, researchers, business, public organizations and citizens are enabled to 
co-create relevant innovative solutions for challenges to the advancement of society.

ECIU University:

- adopts a challenge-based approach cross-cutting activities in Education, Research and Innovation 

- where scientists, learners, business and citizens together identify societal challenges,
- educational offer flexible, inclusive and recognized pathways open to any motivated learner

- seeking to push the large-scale adoption and recognition of micro-credentials forward 
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https://www.eciu.org/eciu-university

https://www.eciu.org/eciu-university
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Broad range of learning offerings 
leading to micro-credentials

• Micro-credentials – definition by the EU
• "A micro-credential is a proof of the learning outcomes that a learner has 

acquired following a short, transparently-assessed learning experience. 
They are awarded upon the completion of short stand-alone courses (or 
modules) done on-site or online (or in a blended format)"

• Piloting with Challenge-based learning activities
• ECIU Challenges that may or may not attach with existing study programs 

(may carry credits)
• Range from short events / hackathons (nano challenges) to weeks of 

international project work in teams (e.g., standard challenges)

• Piloting with Micro-modules
• Recommending well-fitting additional learning opportunities for learners in 

ECIU challenges 
• SDG11- and language-learning related modules
• Includes assessment of the learning outcomes 
• Preference for short 1-3 ECTS modules in online setting 

Piloting with digital credentials as proofs of learner performance (e.g., 
competences they have developed) to a learner-owned digital profile 



Micro-modules
• "A micro-module is a short learning experience 

that is formally assessed and supports learners to 
fill their knowledge gaps and boost their 
capabilities in order to successfully engage in ECIU 
University challenge-based activities."
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Characteristics (2021-2022):
• Provided by an accredited institution 

program (currently via ECIU network)
• Preferably 1-3 ECTS (or unbundled from 

a larger module)
• Is preferably master’s level, but can be 

also bachelor's level
• Preferably addresses specific and limited 

set of learning outcomes
• Is of one of the following types: 1) 

SDG11, 2) Language learning, 3) 
alignment with ECIU Challenges

• Priority for online provision
• Provided in English



Approach for piloting micro-credential platforms 
(A7.5) - Finding the optimal technical solution for managing micro-
credentials in ECIU university

Advancing the management of Digital Credentials 
in three stages:

Walkthrough pilots (2019-2022, First result: 10 
platforms selected to Alpha pilots):

Alpha pilots (2020-2021): Alpha pilots compare 5 
potential platforms to facilitate ECIU University 
Micro-Credentials

Beta pilots (2021-2022):
• Customizing Europass and Credentify to build a 

Competence Passport Proof-of-concept

• Piloting the competence passport with ECIU 
digital credentials from selected ECIU 
challenges and related micro-modules

Approach for piloting micro-credential platforms
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Micro-credentials management 

• Forgery-proof, verifiable, awarded to the learner and stored in learner-owned digital profile 

• ECIU University Certificates of successful participation as an intermediate solution 
• Competence passport Proof-of-Concept? Capturing competences to showcase competence 

development (Stacking) from ECIU challenges and study modules
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Access our Micro-Credential white paper: 
https://www.eciu.org/news/paving-the-road-
for-the-micro-credentials-movement

https://www.eciu.org/news/paving-the-road-for-the-micro-credentials-movement


The European Commission’s support for the production of this publication  
does not constitute an endorsement of the contents, which reflect the  
views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible  
for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

Some illustrations arefrom:  
www.icons8.com
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Thank you! 

http://www.icons8.com/

