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Recognition Principles in Higher Education

Recognition towards a specific

• Curriculum / Study Programme / Life Long Learning Programme

• Module (or parts of it)

Recognition decision

• Initially done by a person or committee

• Consistent

• Transparent

• Automation / Credentials Clearinghouse

Strategic implications

• Flexible curriculum design can facilitate recognition

• Mandatory Electives (Wahlpflichtbereich)

• Public Recognition Database

• Credit Recognition Agreements
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Recognition of Micro-Credentials, Open and Online Learning



www.eccoe.eu5

Recognition of Micro-Credentials, Open and Online Learning

Anerkennung Anrechnung
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Anerkennung Anrechnung

competencies
gained at HEIs

competencies earned
outside of university

no credit limit for
recognition

max. 50% of the
curriculum/credits

burden of proof on 
the side of the HEI

burden of proof on 
the student‘s side

focus on substantial 
differences

focus on equivalence

MOOC/Micro-Credential
of a Higher Education 
Institution (HEI) on a

non-HEI MOOC platform

HEI credential

HEI assessment

platform credential

platform assessment
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Source: 
https://hochschulforumdigitalisie
rung.de/de/blog/digital-
anerkannt-so-geht-
qualit%C3%A4tsorientierte-
anerkennung-und-anrechnung-
von-moocs-hochschulen
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European University Alliances

Common Characteristics

• create a pool of online/hybrid modules

• modules will be shared and recognised between institutions

• starting with topics such as „European Identity“ or „Sustainable

Cities“

• experimenting with virtual and hybrid mobility & mixed groups

• expanding to disciplinary modules

• joint degrees

• joint strategic development

Key Elements / Tools

• directory of learning opportunities (= modules) for students

• mobility pathways / learning agreements

• efficient recognition processes

Source: 
https://kurse.vhb.org/V
HBPORTAL/kursprogram
m/kursprogramm.jsp
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ECCOE Aims and Outcomes

• to establish cross-institution recognition of credits and 
learning outcomes through a trust-worthy system of digital 
credentialisation of learning opportunities

In order to reach inter-institutional collaboration and trust,
all stakeholders need to discuss:

• how learning offers should be described and presented in 
the digital space in an open manner

• how learning outcomes and results should be 
credentialed so that all stakeholders of learning recognition 
are confident about the achievements of learners, and that 
the system itself facilitates and endorses open and flexible 
learning opportunities in a qualitative way
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ECCOE Project Partners
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Digital Credential Metadata Template (based on Europass EDCI)

Model Credit Recognition Agreement

Learning Opportunities Directory
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Digital Credential Metadata Template

Model Credit Recognition Agreement

Learning Opportunities Directory

https://webgate.acceptance.ec.europa.eu/europass/edci-viewer/#/shareview/lkR8daGcRuM50cFr
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Digital Credential Metadata Template

Model Credit Recognition Agreement

Learning Opportunities Directory
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Digital Credential Metadata Template

Model Credit Recognition Agreement

Learning Opportunities Directory
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Weighting Field Remarks

3 Title As found on LOpp homepage

3 Description Free text extracted from LOpp homepage

2 Provided by Generated by ‘Organisation UID’?

1 Hosted by Only for MOOCs on third party platforms

2 Type of provider No standardised vocabulary?

0 Provided at

2 Learning Opportunity Type
Suggested standard vocabulary to use: 

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/learning-

opportunity/25831c2

3 Discipline / subject area

Generated by ‘thematic area’

e.g. 0512 Biochemistry

Suggested standard vocabulary to use: 

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/isced-f/25831c2

2 Language(s) of Instruction http://publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/language

1 EQF Level
Level expressed in terms of EQF: level 1, level 2 etc

https://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/en/content/descriptors-page

1 NQF Level
Where the opportunity is a qualification, its level as mapped to the providing institution's National Qualifications Framework. 

Suggested standard vocabulary to use: 

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/qdr/25831c2

2 Level (other) Level expressed as 'beginner / intermediate / advanced' or similar 

0 Keywords/tags Free text (possibility of building up a dynamic list in order to harmonise?)

Weighting Field Remarks

Banner Image

3 Description of learning outcomes Free text extracted from LOpp homepage.

0 More Information Free text extracted from LOpp homepage.

0 Name of instructor(s) Usually only provided for MOOCs

3 Learning Opportunity Homepage The URL of the LOpp on the providing institutions website or a third party MOOC platform

2 Mode of Learning
Suggested standard vocabulary to use:

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-
/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/learning-assessment/25831c2

2 ECTS Credit Points

2 Start Date

2 Any start date

0 End Date

2 Duration

1 Learning Schedule
Free text extracted from LOpp homepage. OR Suggested standard vocabulary to use:

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-

/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/learning-schedule/25831c2

2 Workload in Hours

2 Admissions Procedure Free text extracted from LOpp homepage.

3 Entry Requirements Free text extracted from LOpp homepage.

2 Fees Distinguish between fees for enrolment and for obtaining a credential/certificate

1 Activities Free text extracted from LOpp homepage.

3 Assessments Free text extracted from LOpp homepage.

3 Type of credential
Suggested standard vocabulary to use: https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-

/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/credential/25831c2

0 Providing institution's Homepage URL of the institution providing the LOpp 

0 Contact info
Email address, telephone number or link to contact form (needs different subfields, one for email format, one for tel 

format, one for URL)

NEW Credential recognised by
Needs to link to O2 validated MCRAs or in free text where this information can be deduced from a MOOC or 

microcredentials description.

Related Learning Opportunities Generated by keywords?

Digital Credential Metadata Template

Model Credit Recognition Agreement

Learning Opportunities Directory

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/learning-opportunity/25831c2
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/isced-f/25831c2
http://publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/language
https://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/en/content/descriptors-page
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/qdr/25831c2
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/learning-assessment/25831c2
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/learning-schedule/25831c2
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/concept-scheme/-/resource?uri=http://data.europa.eu/snb/credential/25831c2
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DHBW Heilbronn

ECCOE Involvement

Role

• Lead: Output 5 ECCOE System

• Contributions to Outputs 1-4

Expertise

• Micro-Credentialing Concepts

• Accreditation/Quality Assurance

• Strategy and Implementation

Benefits

• Inspiring Research Collaboration

• Concepts for Future Education

• Implementation at own Institution

• Follow-up Projects & Alliances
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https://eccoe.eu/



SHORT DESCRIPTION 

OF ECCOE

The increasing unbundling of higher education and the availability of short 

learning programmes and online MOOCs have undeniable advantages to 

today’s lifelong learners. These more agile means of education are more 

suitable to address quickly emerging new skills and competencies demanded 

by the labour market. However, some issues – such as concerns about data 

protection and privacy or the lack of validation and recognition mechanisms of 

digital credentials – cause a serious bottleneck to progress. The ECCOE 

project aims to present a solution to many of these problems with the 

perspectives of learners, Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and employers in 

mind in equal measure.
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